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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 5 ? and 6 remain pending in this application for which applicant seeks 
reconsideration. 

Amendment 

Claims 3 and 4 have been canceled. Claims 1 , 2, 5 ? and 6 have been amended to improve 
their form and readability. Independent claim 1 further has been amended to incorporate claim 3. 
Claim 1 further defines that the side edge portion of the floor panel is coupled only to the flange 
formed on. the upper member. See Figs. 2-4 and 6, and the paragraph spanning pages 7-8 for 
support. No new matter has been introduced. 

Art Rejection 

Claims 1-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by JP 2977301 
(hereafter the JP reference). Applicant submits that the present amendment obviates this 
rejection. Claim 1 now calls for the side edge portion of the floor panel to be coupled only to the 
flange formed on die upper member. In contrast, the JP reference teaches coupling the side edge 
portion of the floor panel 1 6 to both flanges of the upper and lower members of the side member 
23. As the present invention requires coupling the floor panel to only one flange, the assembly 
becomes simpler. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant submits that claims 1, 2, 5, and 6 patentably distinguish over the applied 
reference and are in condition for allowance. Should the examiner have any issues concerning 
this reply or any other outstanding issues remaining in this application, applicant urges the 
examiner to contact the undersigned to expedite prosecution. 



Date: 64>f24/0<$ 



ROSSI & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 826 
Ashburn, VA 20146-0826 
Phone: 703-726-6020 



Respectfully submitted, 



Marc A. Rossi^ 
Registration No. 31,923 
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